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A PRODUCT OF THE AIRFIX GENERATION, MARK HINTON REALISES A BOYHOOD 
DREAM AT THE CONTROLS OF MAX THRUST’S ARTF MULTI’

As a boy I assembled many 
Airfi x kits, and the model I 
built the most was the B-17 

Flying Fortress. Why? Well, because 
for me it was simply the best of that 
era. Heavy bomber by design it 
carried immense fi re power and was 
nothing short of a gunship – enemy 
forces hated it!

Alas, the Airfi x version didn’t fl y 
well. Believe me, I tried several times 
to throw my numerous examples 

hard enough to maintain fl ight, but 
at such a young age power-to 
weight-ratios and aerodynamics 
didn’t mean much. I dreamt 
endlessly of a proper-fl ying example, 
yet it was to take me many years to 
realise the dream.

As aeromodellers, most of us, at 
some time, will have seen and 
desired one of the many iconic 
aircraft of W.W.II and, indeed, the 
path to ownership of single-engine 
examples, such as the Hurricane and 
Spitfi re, is fairly easy these days. 
However, the complexity of 
constructing a B-17, coupled with 
that of installing the four engines 
(and keeping them all running) has 
always put me off.

Then, bingo! Along comes an ARTF 
example with all the hard work done 
for you. Max Thrust’s ‘Fort comes 
supplied with a pre-built factory-
fi nished airframe, pre-installed 
brushless electric motors and ESCs, all 
neatly packaged within two beautifully 
turned-out boxes, every part being 
safely packed in plastic bags and 

securely supported in separate foam 
compartments. Closer examination 
revealed that nothing had moved on 
the model’s long journey from the Far 
East, and there was no damage to any 
of the parts; quite an achievement. I 

KIT REVIEW  |  Semi-scale W.W.II bomber

Flying 
Fortress

Don’t doubt the 
value of this model 
– £370 is a very fair 

price for such a 
super aeroplane.

I was particularly 
impressed with the 

quality and fi t of the 
vacuum formed 

turrets and 
mouldings.
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fl y many types of model, mostly 
Far-Eastern ARTFs, and many suffer 
damaged contents due to poorly 
designed packaging. Full marks to the 
Max Thrust package designers, then, 
for making sure the B-17 arrives as 
intended, in one piece.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The fi nish of the close-grain Epofl exy 
foam used in moulding this model is 
very impressive. Although the silver 
paint is beautifully applied it doesn’t 
hide the grain as well as a regular 
solid colour would, but it really is hard 
to tell the whole model is produced 
from foam. A quick trial-fi t of the large 
wing panels to the fuselage gave me a 
fi rst indication of the magnitude of 
this B-17. At 79” (2000mm) wingspan, 
this is one big model!

Looking through the components I 
was particularly impressed with the 
clear plastic gun turrets, chin turrets, 
ball turrets, guns and a clearly-
moulded cabin structure. These all 
feature silver-painted frames to 
provide a good, scale appearance.

There’s a full complement of 
extension leads, labelled and ready to 
fi t, along with a bag containing control 
horns, fi xing screws and pushrods. 

The pushrods are thoughtfully 
supplied with the clevises fi tted, and 
set to nearly the correct length. 
Meanwhile, glue and self-adhesive 
Velcro are also packed. The control 
surface servos are factory installed, as 
is the wiring for the (electrically 
operated) retracts. Similarly, the motor 
cowls are fi tted, with all control 
surfaces live-hinged and pre-glued.

Finally, the assembly manual is 
well written, with a multitude of clear 
illustrations to further ease the 
assembly process. All-in-all this is a 
very complete, good-looking ‘plug 
and play’ ARTF that begs to be 
assembled and put into the air ASAP.

DO IT
With the four brushless motors and 
electric retracts already installed, the 
wing assembly is a very 
straightforward affair. Simply push 
the substantial multi-laminate 
plywood spar into one wing panel, 

(making sure the extensive wiring is 
kept under control and away from the 
root), then slide the other panel onto 
the spar. Next, offer the wing to the 
fuselage and fi x it into position with 
four screws. Easy!

Fussy detailing and 
a full complement 
of functions (fl aps, 
retracts and bomb 
doors) make this an 
attractive prospect.

You’ve got to admit, 
she looks terrifi c in 
the air. The three 
blade props help 
enormously.
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position. A few fi xing screws fi nalise 
the tail assembly for which no 
trimming, cutting, gluing or second 
fi tting is required.

Moving on very swiftly to the 
control horns and pushrods, I used a 
servo tester to centre all the servos 
fi rst and found it necessary to 
reposition one servo output arm to 
achieve a correct centre point. The 
control horns locate in recesses 
moulded into the skin of the control 
surfaces (elevators, rudder, fl aps and 
ailerons) and are dead easy to fi t. 
This model has clearly been designed 
with the non-builder, i.e. me, in mind, 
indeed the non-adjustable horn 
positioning provides for perfect servo 

Installing the tail feathers (along 
with the steerable, retractable tail 
wheel) is a little like one of those 
Chinese puzzles where you have to 
get things in order of placement with 
the last piece locking everything into 

geometry. With the horns screwed in 
place, pushrods clipped on and 
throws checked for smooth control, 
the job’s a good ‘un.

The B-17 also features working 
bomb bay doors, which are supplied 
pre-hinged and with servos, horns 
and pushrods factory installed.

 
WIRING & POWER
With the general assembly now 
complete it’s onto the wiring, and this 
really is a piece of cake. All the wires 
are numbered or coded, and the 
motors meet with male-to-female 
coded plugs, as does the lighting 
harness and BEC system. My R/C of 
choice was a computer Tx, talking 
through an 8-channel Rx. Mind you, 
because of the differing channel 
assignments used by radio 
manufacturers some of the numbers 
on the B-17’s plugs didn’t match the 
numbers on my Rx. However, with a 
little trial and error I soon managed to 
get all the control surfaces working in 
the correct sense.

Although the model will fl y on a 
pair of 2200mAh Li-Pos, I opted for 
3350mAh 4s 33C Power-Techs; these 
fi tted into the space provided in the 
nose perfectly, held fast by the 
supplied Velcro strap.

With everything now on board, the 
C of G was so close to the 
manufacturer’s recommendations 
that there was no need for any 
additional ballast. I then checked the 
rotation of the motor shafts – no 
problems here, all operating in the 
correct direction. Actually, it’s evident 
here that much thought has gone into 
the B-17’s layout and design, with 
counter-rotating propellers on one 

I’ll let you into a 
secret. The editor 

owns one of these 
and, when fl ying off 

grass, his model 
suffered a problem 

with loose retract 
mounting blocks. 

Easily sorted with a 
bit of glue but worth 

checking before 
you fl y.

Given all the detail 
that’s evident on the 

model, you’ll need 
to be careful 

transporting it from 
A to B.

B17.indd   16B17.indd   16 13/07/2012   09:3713/07/2012   09:37



RCM&E  |  17September 2012  |  www.modelfl ying.co.uk

words » Mark Hinton  |  photos » Graham Ashby / David Ashby 

side of the aircraft removing the need 
for side thrust or airframe trim 
adjustments. Propellers fi x into 
position on the motor shafts (note 
there are clockwise and counter-
clockwise rotation propellers), 
silver-domed nuts screwing onto the 
shafts to complete the scale effect.

      
FINISHING TOUCHES
Sorting through the array of turrets, 
guns and other parts to fi nish the 
model, these all fi t with the sort of 
accuracy and precision usually found 
only in quality model engineering. 
Great! Job done, then, and time to 
place the model on the ground, stand 
back and admire it properly for the 
fi rst time… Every inch a B-17 Flying 
Fortress. And the total build time? 
Just one relaxed evening.

 
BOMB RUN
The next day’s weather was set fair, 
so with the B-I7 gracing the back of 
the car I wasted no time in getting to 
the fi eld, just in case the forecast was 
wrong (surely not?). Safety checks, 
range checks and motor power 
checks complete, I taxied her out 
downwind, the tail wheel steering 
being very effective in countering the 
Fort’s attempts to weathercock in the 
8 – 10mph breeze. Lined up and ready 
to go, I took a deep breath and 
opened the taps very slowly. As she 
accelerated a slight amount of down 
elevator lifted the tail off the ground, 
the rudder controlling yaw very well 
indeed. Applying more power whilst 
easing off the down elevator saw her 
away and into the air in a very short 
distance, and at just 1/3 throttle! With 
this I cleared the runway straight and 
level before retracting the u/c, which 
tucked away in a very smooth, 
scale-like fashion.

What a joy this model is to fl y. It 
felt like fl ying a multi-hour, 
traditionally-built project rather than 
a foam subject of one-night assembly. 
Turns were scale and quite fl at, and 
the speed of the aircraft was oh-so 

realistic. I climbed her to about 200ft, 
whereupon I decreased power and 
tried the stall, which was hardly 
noticeable no matter how hard I tried 
– she just kept fl ying.

Now then, with apologies to the 
scale purists out there, I just couldn’t 
resist putting the B-17 through her 
paces. As such I’m embarrassed to tell 
you that the model will roll, loop, bunt, 
stall-turn... er... and prop-hang! It 
handles rolling circles with ease too, 
and has so much power it can climb 
vertically for what seems like forever. 
This, then, is a B-17 that would see 
you through your ‘B’ Certifi cate.

Okay, sorry, let’s get back to scale 
fl ight for a few minutes, and the 
landing phase. Now, I’d already 
deployed fl aps during the fl ight and 
found that with power applied the 
model adopted a nose-high attitude. 
However on the landing approach 
they worked perfectly and reduced 
the model to a landing speed that 
was unbelievably slow, whilst still 
providing complete control authority 
(the light wing loading helped here, I 
think). Touchdown was so good and 
scale-like that I decided to hold a little 
power on so it rolled out a little, 
rather than coming to an abrupt 
typical foamy-type stop. She rolled 
on beautifully, with a touch more up 
elevator to pull the tail down.

Back in the pits a post-fl ight Li-Po 
capacity check revealed that the 
3350mAh 33C Power-Techs had used 
just over 1600mAh each, meaning 
fl ight times of 10 minutes are 
achievable. With the breeze 
strengthening I called it a day, but I 
was keen to return for another go.

A few days later we were treated to 
some beautiful calm, sunny weather, 
and the B-17 was duly committed 
skyward many times. And what a 
performer. Low ‘n’ slow scale low 
passes amidst the early morning 
mist, then climbing to about 150’ 
before coming to low level again 
looked great – just like a lonely B-17 
returning from a mission. 

CONCLUSION
This is an aircraft that I’ll never tire of 
fl ying, and will remain with my 
squadron for a long, long time. It’s a 
great product from start to fi nish. Well 
presented, well thought out, well 
designed, well equipped and very well 
specifi ed. It’s easy to assemble, with 
everything totally factory fi nished (not 
even a single sticker to apply). Simply 
add your own Tx, Rx and Li-Pos.

Name:  B-17 Flying Fortress

Model type:   RTF W.W.II bomber

Manufactured by:  Max Thrust

UK distributor:  Century UK 
 Tel. 01795 437056
 www.centuryuk.com

RRP:  £379.99 

Wingspan:  79” (2000mm)

All-up weight:  7 lb 11oz (3.5kg)

Functions (servos):   Aileron (2); elevator (2); 
rudder (1); flap (2); throttle (via 
ESC); retracts (electric); bomb 
doors (2)

Power system:   Four 4011 750Kv brushless 
outrunners and four 45A ESCs

Rec’d Li-Po:  Two 2200 - 3350mAh 14.8V

DATAFILE

Quality:

Assembly:

Flying:

Poor Acceptable Excellent

Easy Intermediate Diffi cult

Novice Improver Experienced

The amount of 
wiring in this model 
may come as a bit 
of a shock, however 
it’s easily tidied with 
a handful of cable 
ties.  

All decals come 
pre-applied and, 
best of all, they’re 
not glossy!

B17.indd   17B17.indd   17 13/07/2012   09:3713/07/2012   09:37


